
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

The Kingdom 
Divided

TEACH THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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Unit 12 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 Kings 11–12

STORY POINT: God divided 
Israel into two kingdoms.

KEY PASSAGE:  
James 1:5a

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What does God know? God knows 

everything.
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LEADER Bible Study
King Solomon loved God. He received wisdom from the Lord and 
was dedicated to building His temple. But early on, we see hints that 
Solomon’s heart was not completely devoted to God. He married foreign 
wives who turned Solomon’s heart away from God. (1 Kings 11:4)

Solomon gradually abandoned what he had believed. Israel had a history 
of turning away from God, and Solomon was no exception.

God was angry with Solomon. He had warned him twice not to turn to 
false gods. God planned to discipline Solomon by taking the kingdom 
away from his family. God was going to take the kingdom from 
Solomon’s son Rehoboam—every tribe except for one. God graciously 
left one tribe for Rehoboam, keeping the promise He made to David. 
(See 2 Sam. 7:16.)

God set apart Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s servants, to become leader 
over 10 tribes of Israel. Parts of the tribe of Benjamin followed Jeroboam, 
and some followed Rehoboam. When Solomon died, all of Israel 
gathered to make Rehoboam their new king. They asked Rehoboam to 
lighten the burden of service Solomon had given them, but Rehoboam 
refused. In fact, he promised to make their work even harder.

Israel rebelled against Rehoboam and made Jeroboam king. Only the 
tribe of Judah stayed with Rehoboam. So the kingdom was divided 
into two kingdoms—the Northern Kingdom was called Israel (ruled 
by Jeroboam) and the Southern Kingdom was called Judah (ruled by 
Rehoboam).

Every king failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God had a plan to send 
them a better king, a perfect king. God would use the house of David—
the single tribe He reserved for Rehoboam—to bring into the world 
His Son, Jesus, to become King over all of God’s people forever and lead 
them back to God.
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The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 11–12

King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with his whole 
heart. He disobeyed God and married women from other nations. 
Solomon’s wives led him to worship false gods.

This made God angry. God said to Solomon, “Since you 
have done this, I will take away the kingdom 

from you. You will be king the rest of 
your life, but when your son becomes 

king, he will only be king over 
one tribe.”

When Solomon died, his 
son Rehoboam (REE huh 
BOH uhm) became the king. 
The people told Rehoboam, 
“Your father, Solomon, made 
us work too hard. We will 
be happy to serve you if you 
make our work easier.”

Rehoboam asked his father’s 
friends what he should do. They 

said, “Be kind to the workers, 
and they will work for you forever.” 

Then Rehoboam asked his friends 
what he should do. Those friends said, 

“Tell them you will make them work even 
harder!” So Rehoboam told the workers, “I 

will make you work even harder!”
This was bad news for the people. They did not want to serve a king 

like Rehoboam, so they made Jeroboam (JER uh BOH uhm) king. 
Jeroboam had been one of Solomon’s officials. Now he was king of the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use different 
voices: While 
telling the Bible story 
aloud, use different 
voices and tones 
to distinguish the 
different people in 
the story. Use your 
normal voice as the 
narrator. 

• Use a map: Show 
the Old Testament 
Kingdoms Map from 
the Small Group 
Timeline and Map Set 
(005802970). Point 
to Israel and Judah 
at the appropriate 
moments in the Bible 
story. 

The BIBLE Story
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The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 11–12

King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with his whole 
heart. He disobeyed God and married women from other nations. 
Solomon’s wives led him to worship false gods.

This made God angry. God said to Solomon, “Since you 
have done this, I will take away the kingdom 

from you. You will be king the rest of 
your life, but when your son becomes 

king, he will only be king over 
one tribe.”

When Solomon died, his 
son Rehoboam (REE huh 
BOH uhm) became the king. 
The people told Rehoboam, 
“Your father, Solomon, made 
us work too hard. We will 
be happy to serve you if you 
make our work easier.”

Rehoboam asked his father’s 
friends what he should do. They 

said, “Be kind to the workers, 
and they will work for you forever.” 

Then Rehoboam asked his friends 
what he should do. Those friends said, 

“Tell them you will make them work even 
harder!” So Rehoboam told the workers, “I 

will make you work even harder!”
This was bad news for the people. They did not want to serve a king 

like Rehoboam, so they made Jeroboam (JER uh BOH uhm) king. 
Jeroboam had been one of Solomon’s officials. Now he was king of the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use different 
voices: While 
telling the Bible story 
aloud, use different 
voices and tones 
to distinguish the 
different people in 
the story. Use your 
normal voice as the 
narrator. 

• Use a map: Show 
the Old Testament 
Kingdoms Map from 
the Small Group 
Timeline and Map Set 
(005802970). Point 
to Israel and Judah 
at the appropriate 
moments in the Bible 
story. 

Northern Kingdom of Israel. Rehoboam ruled over only 
one tribe: the Southern Kingdom of Judah.

Rehoboam did not like being king of only one tribe. He 
planned to attack Israel, but God sent a prophet to stop him. 
The prophet had a message from God. “Do not fight them; 
the people of Israel are part of your family. I am the Lord, 
and I am in control of what is happening.” So Rehoboam 
went home.

Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel. Jeroboam wanted 
to make sure the people never went back to their old king. 
Instead of letting them go to Jerusalem to worship God at the 
temple, Jeroboam made two golden calves for the people to 
worship.

“Look!” he said. “These golden calves are the gods who 
saved your families out of Egypt. You can worship them.”

What Jeroboam did was a sin! Those calves did not save 
God’s people. God led His people out of Egypt. Jeroboam 
tried to make Israel seem like a better place to live than 
Judah. Jeroboam led all the people to worship false gods 
instead of the one true God.

Christ Connection: No king led God’s people perfectly. 
Solomon sinned, and Israel was divided between two kings. 
God’s people needed a perfect king. God would send His own 
Son, Jesus, to be King. Jesus is better than Solomon. Jesus is a 
perfect King who brings God’s people together.
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything.

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “The Lord Gives Wisdom” to engage 
and welcome them. Begin worship by leading preschoolers 
in the theme song “Greater Than Anything.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the Bible story picture posters for Sessions 1, 2, 
and 3. Ask children what they remember about Solomon. 
Briefly review the previous week’s stories.
SAY •King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God 

with his whole heart. He disobeyed God and married 
women from other nations. Solomon’s wives led him 
to worship false gods. In today’s Bible story, we will 
hear the sad consequences of King Solomon’s sin.

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the key passage marker at James 1:5. Invite a child to 
open your Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage 
together. Guide preschoolers to sit in a circle. Explain that 
you will say the first word of the verse. Then you will toss 

• “The Lord Gives 
Wisdom” song

• “Greater Than 
Anything” song 

• Bible Story Picture 
Posters from 
Sessions 1-3

• Bible
• “The Kingdom 

Divided” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
• Giant Timeline

• beanbag
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Ask God” song
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a beanbag to a child. That child will say the next word and 
toss the beanbag to another friend. Continue to complete 
the verse. Play several rounds. 
SAY • Solomon forgot God’s wisdom when He sinned. We 

forget the wisdom God gives us in the Bible too. 
When we sin, we can ask God to forgive us and to 
give us wisdom once again, and He will. God never 
gets tired of us asking Him for anything. 

Sing the key passage song “Ask God” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • What does God know? God knows everything. God 

knew that Solomon would sin. God knew that no 
king would lead His people perfectly. God planned 
to send His own Son, Jesus, to be our perfect King. 
Like God the Father, King Jesus knows everything.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • No king led God’s people perfectly. Solomon sinned, 

so God divided Israel into two kingdoms. God’s 
people needed a perfect king. God would send His 
own Son, Jesus, to be King. Jesus is better than 
Solomon. Jesus is a perfect King who brings God’s 
people together.

Sing “Greater Than Anything” and “Wisdom” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “Jesus, Thank You.” Collect an offering.  
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your perfect Son, Jesus. 

Please forgive us when we forget Your wisdom and 
sin. Help us be more like Jesus each day. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Story Point Poster 
• “Greater Than 

Anything” song
• “Wisdom” song
• “Jesus, Thank You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Divide into groups
Guide boys to go to one side of the room and girls to the 
other. Ask, Who brings God’s people together? Children 
will call out Jesus! then move to the center of the room. 
Continue dividing children based on characteristics or 
preferences and reuniting them with the call-and-response.
SAY • Solomon sinned, and God divided Israel into two 

kingdoms. God’s people needed a perfect king. God 
would send His own Son, Jesus, to be King. Jesus 
is better than Solomon. Jesus is a perfect King who 
brings God’s people together.  

Split a crown
Prepare a “Kingdom Crown” printable for each preschooler 
according to the instructions. Poke small holes in the 
corners of each crown. Guide a preschooler to lay the 
yellow crown on top of the white crown. Show her how to 
push brass fasteners through the holes to fasten the crowns 
together. Help her cut just the yellow crown in half. Push 
the pieces away to reveal the names of the two kingdoms.
SAY • Solomon sinned, and God divided Israel into two 

kingdoms. No king led God’s people perfectly. Jesus 
is a better than any earthly king. Jesus is a perfect 
King who brings God’s people together. 

Suggested 
divisions: 

• long hair/short hair
• shoes/sandals
• cookies/cake
• toy trucks/dolls
• scooter/bicycle
• blue/purple
• fast music/slow 

music

• “Kingdom Crown,” 
1 per child

• brass fasteners, 
2 per child 

• blunt-tipped scissors

EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything.
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Make hearts whole
Cut out various-sized hearts from different colors of paper. 
Tear each heart in half. Place the mixed up heart halves on a 
table. Invite a preschooler to match the halves. 
SAY • King Solomon loved God, but not with his whole 

heart. He sinned, and God divided Israel into two 
kingdoms. God sent Jesus to be the perfect King and 
forgive our sins. 

Take the crown
Form a circle on the floor around a chair. Set a crown under 
the chair. Choose a child to be king. Tell the king to close 
his eyes while you direct another child to quietly take the 
crown and return to her spot, hiding the crown behind her. 
Lead children to chant King, king, where’s your crown? Invite 
the king to open his eyes and guess who took the crown. 
Continue until all children have had a turn to participate.
SAY • God divided Israel into two kingdoms, but God 

did not take the crown from Solomon’s family. God 
kept His promise to Solomon’s father, David. God 
sent King Jesus through Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. 

Build with 12 blocks
Guide preschoolers to count blocks in sets of 12. Invite 
them to build with one set at a time.
SAY • Israel was made of twelve tribes. When God divided 

Israel into two kingdoms, Rehoboam ruled over 
only one tribe: the Southern Kingdom of Judah. No 
earthly king led God’s people perfectly, but Jesus is a 
perfect King who brings God’s people together.

Transition to review the story

• construction paper, 
various colors

• scissors (adult use)

• chair
• paper or toy crown

• blocks

• countdown video 
(optional)
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REVIEW the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything.

Review
Point to the giant timeline as you review today’s Bible story. 
Ask the following review questions:

1. Why did God divide the kingdom of Israel? 
(Solomon sinned.) 

2. Who became king when Solomon died? 
(Rehoboam, Solomon’s son)

3. Did Rehoboam say he would make the people’s 
work easier or harder? (harder)

4. Who did the people decide to make king? 
(Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s officials)

5. What did Jeroboam make for the people to worship 
instead of God? (two golden calves)

6. What does God know? God knows everything.
SAY • Solomon sinned by worshiping false gods. Rehoboam 

sinned by mistreating the people. God divided Israel 
into two kingdoms. The people made Jeroboam 
king of Israel. Rehoboam was king of only Judah. 
Then Jeroboam sinned by leading the people to 
worship false gods. No king led God’s people 
perfectly. God’s people needed a perfect king. God 
sent His own Son, Jesus to be the perfect King. 

Sing the theme song “Greater Than Anything” or key 
passage song “Ask God.””

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline 
• Story Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Greater Than 

Anything” song 
(optional)

• “Ask God” song 
(optional)
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, You are the one true God. Only You deserve 

worship. Help us worship You only. Thank You for 
giving us a perfect king in Your Son, Jesus. Thank 
You that because of Him, we can be forgiven for our 
sin. Amen.

Missions moment
SAY • For the Mandrell family, being missionaries 

in Denver, Colorado, means always asking God for 
wisdom in how to share the gospel with people living 
in their city. Often, God gives them opportunities 
to invite people to come to their church. Watch this 
video to see how some people responded to that 
invitation. 

Show the “Going West (Part 3)” missions video.

Clean the room
Invite preschoolers to help you clean the room by putting 
away toys and books, picking up trash, dusting with 
washcloths, or sweeping the room with a child-sized broom. 
Thank preschoolers for working hard.  
SAY • Thanks for being good workers! Rehoboam told the 

Israelite workers that he would make them work even 
harder than Solomon did! No king led God’s people 
perfectly. Solomon sinned, and God divided Israel 
into two kingdoms. God’s people needed a perfect 
king. God would send His own Son, Jesus, to be 
King. Jesus is better than Solomon. Jesus is a perfect 
King who brings God’s people together.

• “Going West (Part 3)” 
missions video

• washcloths (optional)
• child-size broom 

(optional)
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